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THE LIFE OF EDMUND LAW, D.D. | 


/ 


6 
EDMUND LAW, DD. was dom facials 
Cartmel in Lancaſhire, in the year 1703. His 


| ated at Aſkham, in the county of Weſtmorland. 
He was educated for ſome time at Cartmel ſchool, | 
afterwards at the free grammar-ſchool at Kendal 'z” 

from which he went, very well inſtructed in the 


learning of grommar-{chools, to St. John's . | 


in Cambridge. 
Saon after taking his firſt degree, he was clefted. 
fellow of Chriſt's college in that univerſity . During 


his reſidence in which college, he became known to J 


| the public by a tranſlation of archbiſhop | King's 
« Effay upon the origin of evil,” with copious notes 


| in which many metaphyſical ſubjefts, curious and 


* He took the degree of B.A, 1733, M. A. 1727, 


* 


fat] er, who was a clergyman, held a ſmall chapel in 
that neighbourhood ; but the family had been fitu- 


— e U Doe 


| 1 2 * 1 17 
intereſticg in their own nature, are "treated with 
great ingenuity] learning, and novelty*. To this 


work was prefixed, under the name of A prelimi- 


8 nary diſſertation, a very valuable piece, written hy 
the rev. Mr. Gay, of Sidney college. Our biſhop 
always ſpoke of this gentleman in terms of the greateſt 


| reſpect. In che bible, and in the writings of Mr. 
Lockè, 33 man, he was uſed to tay, v was ſo well . 
verſed+. | 


_ He allo, whilſt a Chrid-eollege, e and 
went through a very laborious part, in preparing for 
the preſs, an edition of Stephens's Theſaurus}. - His 
adtuaintance, during his firſt refidence in the uni- 
| vetlity,. was principally with Dr. Waterland, the 1 
learned maſter of TORY e, Dr. Jottin, 4 
8 i tro: "7 tf . 4567 | & de name 


Y * There "ts i le 7 the . in 3 of Dr. 
_ Clat es * Demonſtration of the being and attributes of God“ Ke. 
inzthe Gen. Dict. art. Clarks, vol. iv. p. 357-350, note (I). Mr. 
Law's whnſlation, of archbiſhop King's Eſſay on the origin of evil, 
with votes, was not orerlooked in this metaphyſical warfare : and 
his poltſcript®? to his 2d edit. was a replication to * ſecond: 


defence of Dr, Clarke.” Further controverſy enſued, which pro- 
dueed our authör's 0 Inquiry into the ideas of ſpace, time,” Ke. 3 


* Ree. John Gay, B. A. 1721, M. A. 17255 was fellow of Sidney 
cdlitg&=Tt is to be regretted that ad as as das hem 
obtained reſpeating this getitleman; . enn ; 
: Roberti Stephani De ines ne Edit io nova 
| prioribus multo auctior et emendatior,”Four vols, in folio, printed, 
1934. The dedication to the king is dated Cantabrigise pridie 
Id. April mMBCexxFv,” and . himſelf and colleagues; 

uf a | Edmundus 


* 


0 To. 1 
name known e ſcholar ;/ and Dr. Ten, thy ; 

editor of Demoſthenes ®, . 38 
In the year 1937, he was preſented by the e 5 
ſity to the living of ek, in the count of 


A (Av 1 Taylor, . lobten, Sandys Hurch- 
inſon. Concerning this edition of Stephens's Theſaurus, 'ſee Ni- 
cChols's Anecdotes of Bowyer, p. 64. note “, and Bowyer's Miſcel- 
laneous tracts (there referred to) for ſome pieces in a controverſy 
reſpecting the propoſals for, and execution of, this work, _ * 


Of Dr. Taylor ſame account may be ſeen in the Anecdotes: of 
Bowyer : he graduated B. A. 1724, M. A. 1723, LL. D. 174. 


Mr. Johnſon took his degree of B. A. 1724 and M. A. 1728; was 
fellow of Magdalen coliege, and printed a ſermon, on the inſuffie 
ciency of the law, of nature, preached before the univerſity of Cam- 
bridge April 4, 1731.—Mr. Hotchinlon was nd Trinity: coll, B. 55 
1727, and M. A. 1731, 


Dr. Waterland was many. years and Dr. Jortin a few 15 | 


the ſenior of Dr. Law. Dr. Taylor was his contemporary. —The 
| late archdeacon Blackburne was three years his junior in the univer- 
fity, taking his firſt degree 1726; and, as he did not afterwards re- 
ſide in college, may not properly be claſſed among his literary friends 
there, at this time.—But their friendſhip commenced early in life, 
and was improved by the joint intereſt they afterwards took in the 
queſtian concerning the intermediate ſtate, It was cemented by a 
long and unreſerved correſpondence, and by perſonal intercourſe ; and 
alſo by the general agreement of their opinions concerging the right 
and expediency of requiring ſubſcription to articles of faith, 
- Biſhop Law owed ſo much to the learned lahours of archdeacon 


Blackburne, that to omit the name of the one, in a memoir orb 
the other, is to violate the integrity of the narrative, and to affec 


to conceal a part of the truth. In the latter part of their lives, a 
coolneſs exiſted between them, which, probably, was lamented b) 


both: but which it would be difficult, perhaps, gr to 


| Cumberland, 


een, 


4 


g 
| 
j 
| 


? 
3 0 RRV 
Pp 18 aun about . a year. "The 
|  advowſon of this benefice belonged to the family of 
Howards of Grayſtock, but devolved to the univer- | 
fltty for this turn, by virtue of an act of parliament, 95 55 
os which, transfers to theſe two bodies the nomination to 
ſuch benefices as appertain, at the time of their va- 
cancy, to the patronage of a roman catholic. The 
right, however, of the univerſity. was conteſted ; . and 
it was not till aſter a law-ſuit of two years continu- 
- ance that Mr. Law was ſettled in his living“. Sohn. 
after this, he married Mary, the daughter of John 
8; bun eſq. of Unerigg, in the un of Cum 


. The reftory of Gray lock 1 faid to be now | of the a 

Jol. a. year. Mr. Law was preſented by the univerſity in 1737, 

u ſlated by Dr. Paley ; but in 1746 he reſigned, and was re-inſti- 

tuted on the preſentation of Adam Aſkew, eſq. patron by pure 

| chaſe from Charles Howard, efq. the late duke of Norfolk. (See 
. Hutchinſon's Cumberland, vol. i, p. 497, 408, and note,)—This 
refignation, and re-ioftitution in 1746, was an accommodation ta 
Mr. Law, hy removing the ſpecial obligation to reſidence impoſed 
upon incumbenti preſented by either of the univerſities in conſe- 

- quence of the acts reſpeſting the patronage of roman catholics ; 
and removed all difficulties in the way of Mr, Law's future rei- 
dence at Salkeld, This matter is Rated as follows by Hutchinſon ; 

- (in his Hiſtory of Durham, vol. ij. p. 216.) —* When Mr. 
Howard (afterwards duke of Norfolk) ſold the advowſon of Gray- 

_ Rock, be ſlipulated with the purchaſer in favor of Mr. Law, for 3 

** preſentation from @ proteſtant patron. Mr. Law accordiagly re- 
 figned this reGory, and had a new preſentation from Dr. Aſkew, 
the purchaſer. This allowed him to remove to Salkeld, the corps 
of the archdeaconry of Carliſle, a much more healthy ſituation, given 


On Tong” . 2 
95 | | as 


5 ( , 
baked | «lady Set chain s with. 


tendernels and eſteem by all who knew her. 
I 1743 he was promoted by fir George Fleming, 
| biſhop of Carliſle, to the archdeaconry of that dioceſe; 

and in 1746 went from . Grayſtock to reſide at Sal- 
| keld, a pleaſant village upon the banks of the river 

Eden, the redtory of which is annexed to the arch- 
deaconry. Mr. Law was not one of thoſe who loſe 
and forget themſelves in the country. During his 
reſidence at Salkeld, he publiſhed © Conſiderations 
on the 22 a to ROO he mn 


* Mrs. Law, daughter of Jobn Chriſtian, eſq. of Vnerigg 1 
the pariſh of Dearham in the county of Cumberland; was born. | 
March 19, 1721-2, and married at Dearham June 24, 1740. - e 
Hutchinſon's Cumberland, ii. 148.—There is a pleaſant ſtory in the 
Hollis Memoirs, ii. 507, which is well underſtood to be related on - 
the authority of Dr. Law, who occaſionally introduced it with 
much good humour. The ſtory is as follows: A certain roman 
catholic lady, diſputing with the wife of the parſon of the pariſh, 


concerning the impropriety of truſting the bible in the hands of the 3 Q 


_ common people, brought as an inſtance of it, the ſtrange tory, told, 
as ſhe aſſerted by Moſes, of the devil tempting Eve in the ſhape of u 
| toad. On the other hand, the honell woman, like a good proteſtant, 
defended Moſes tooth and nail, inſiſting on the credibility of the 
| narrative, and the ediſication a good chriſtian might receive from it. 
The controverſy grew warm, and perhaps might have ended in 
main forte et dure, had not the honeſt rector entered, and, with ſome 
pleaſantry, put an end to it, by informing the parties, that it was 
| not the honor of Moſes that was at iu, but or Js PO 


"os 7 
EO g |  « Reflee- | 


.* year. Dr. Law reſigned his archdeaconry in favor of 


333 « 'ReficAions oh th lie aud character of Chtiſt“ were 


. - and Fefipture, ceaſed with his life. N 


is 5 1 7 
« Refleions. on 1 life and One of Chile 
and an appendix concerning the uſe. of the words 
* ſpul and ſpirit“ in holy ſcripture, and. the ſtate of 


the dead there deſeribed r. 
Dr. Keene held at this time, wich the bithoprick | 
| of Cheſter, the maſierſhip of Peterhouſe in Cam- 
bridge. Deſiring to leave the univerſity, he pro- 
cured Mr. Law to be elected to ſucceed him i in that 
; ſtation. This took place in the year 1754; in which 


Mr. Eyre, a brother in-law of Dr. Keenef. Fixe 
years before this, he proceeded to his degree of doctor 
an divinity ; in his public exerciſe for which, he de- 

ended the doctrine of what is pap called the 
4 TP 5 the foul.” n e, ö 


About 


publiſhed at Cambridge 1.776, as a tract; accompanied with a ſum- 
mary and appendix on the goſpel morals by Mr. Paley > and in- 
ſeribed to the duke of Grafton. 1 
IQ In his controverſy on the GEM IT ERA ſlate between death ane 
the reſurrection, Dr. Law was ably and eminently ſupported by the | 
affiſtance of archdeacon Blackburne, Mr. Peckard . afterwards dean | 
{4 of Peterborough and maſt. of Mag. coll. Camb. kind Dr. R. Daw- - 
ſon rector of Burgh in Suffolk. The oppoſition of archbiſhop 
Secker being the oppoſition of power and ns" ek Nous 


In conſequence of his maſterſhip of Pcerhoule, " was vice- 
8 chancellor of the univerſity, 7755. 1 
Mr. Law proceeded D. D. 1749.— Upon e of is 
: * hea ſays Mr. Hutchinſon hh his Hiſt. of Durham, * 

8 216, 


- =. 
i 


tn) 


„e year 1560, he wa reed hed iheds 
ben of the univerſity z a ſituation which, as it pro- 
cured an eaſy and quick acceſs to books, was pecu- 
liarly n to * en habits. e tons 


; 416, 4385 10 the dy ſchool » was 1 3 = Nha 

+08 rigidly orthodox were ſo alarmed at his queſtion that it gave oc 

_ % ſion! to much altercation afterwards, in a variety of publications 3 
© but he himſelf, unwilling to give further offence, ** thought it 13 
4 part of chriſtian prudence not to be more explicit on the ſubje& 
till men appeared more willing to ſubmit their vain phulolophy to 
the authority of God's word, and are diſpoſed to examine things 
« with greater attention and impartiality ; ; concluding i in the words 
of honeſt biſhop Taylor, chat he ha been /o puſhed a 47 by herds and. 
« flocks of people, that follow any body that cult to them, or due 


eben #0 paſture, that he «vas $rogn afraid of any 1uth" that e 


© chargeable with ſingularity.” — give the paſſage as cited by the hiſ- 
torian of Durham, but cannot, at this inſtant, aſcertain the authagity 
on which he haz related this acknowledgement of an unbegoming - 
timidity upon a queſtion, on which his friends voluntarily ſupported 
him, and on which Dr. Law was no further even ivconycniently 
committed than as it might interfere with his future, | preferment, 

The only apology that I have obſerved is to be fqund in the laſt 
three pages of his poliſcript” to his Cumberland edition of his 
Theory; which is only a republication of part of a paper in * 
Monthly review for May 1760, (vol. xxii, 353362. 

But concerning the temper of ſome people in the univerſity, and 
of others out of it, reſpecting the ſubject of his theſis and his 
appendix to his Theory—ſee an extract from the papers of the 
rev. John Jones of Alconbury 1 in Hunts, afterwards of Shipall in 
Herts, (the editor of the Candid diſquiſitions and of the Appeal to 
reaſon and eandor) in the Gentleman” 8 i 12 2 17%, 

vol. Ivit 745. 


x \ 
e 8 -. > after 
| | . $ 


* 


"I i 


OE 7 ry Do 
is ede e ves alto eppoltted entuitical pu- —_ 
In the year 1762, he ſuffered an irreparable of by 


-  alllicing, and rendered more fo by the ſituation of his 
family, which then conſiſted of eleven children, 
| many of them very young. Some years afterwards, Wt 
de received ſeveral preferments, which were rather 

' honorable expreſſions of regard from his Kinn, . 
4 than of much advantage to his fortune. 

By Dr. Cornwallis, then biſhop of Lichfield, 
WK afterwards archbiſhop of Canterbury, who had been 
| his pupil at Chriſt college, he was appointed to the 
archdeaconry of Staffordſhire, and to a prebend in 
_ an a. By his old nn Dr. 


; 4 
( 
| . It does not appear how ſuch appointment to a ſinecure place could 
5 facilitate his acceſs to books, which were previouſly open to ad- 
- mittance, with the privilege of removing them to his houſe when - 
der hepleaſed, The place is ſaid to have been made, and a ſalary . 
of 50 l. per annum annexed to it, for the ſake of giving it to Dr. C. 


|  ensioſtitated, (Sec Nichols's Aneodotes of Bowyer, p. ba, note 5.) 
br. Law was appointed caſuiltical profeſſor 1764.—Since writing 


Infow'CHiſt, of Durham, vol. ii, p. 227.) that TRE Re 
| _@amly, ee eee of, principal Whharian, + 
* and that of caſuiſtical profeſſor,” 
#, 276g, en of Sift and prbendry of Las. 
— e 
Green, 


0 S 1 ” 
* * 


the death of his wife; a loſs in itſelf every way - - 


| Middleton: and has fince been continued for the ſame reaſon that it 


de former part of this note, I have ſeen it ſimply flated (in Hutch» 


0&3 


Green, biſhop of Lincoln, he was made a predic 
of that church. But in the year 1767, by the inter- | 
vention of the duke of Newcaſtle, to whoſe intereſt, 
in the memorable conteſt for the high-ſtewardſhip of 
the univerſity, he had adhered in oppoſition to ſome: 


temptations, he obtained a ſtall in the church'of Dut- | 


ham. | 'The year after this*, the duke of Grafton, 
who had a ſhort time before been elected chancellor 
of the univerſity, recommended the maſter of Peter- 
| houſe to his majeſty for the biſhoprick of Carlille. 
This recommendation was made, not only without 
ſolicitation on his part or that of his friends, but 
without his knowledge, until the duke's intention in 
his favor was ſignified to him by the archbiſhop, In or 
about the year 1777, our biſhop gave to the public 
a a handſome edition, in four. quarto volumes of the 
works of Mr. Locke, with the life of the author, 
and a preface. Mr. Locke's writings and character 
he held in the higheſt eſteem, and ſeems to have drawn 
from them many of his own principles: he was a 
diſciple of that ſchoolf. About the ſame time le 


be, Dr. Law was inſtalled Auguſt 8, 1767, a prebendary of Dur 
ham. —His appointment to the biſhoprick of Carliſle was in Febru- 
a 1769, and he held the maſterſhip of Peterh6uſe and the rectory 


of Grayſtock in commendam. Gen Hiſt. of Durham, 


"vol. ii. 217.) 


1 It ſhould ſeem that the department e Trae 
. had been too haſtily executed to anſwer the en- 


p<Rtation of his friends. See Hollis Memoirs, vol. i. 387, 588. 


* — — X 7 ul * E 
A if 
3 A 4 


(1s 


| publitied a tract, which an . in 
the controverſy concerning ſubſcriptionꝰ; and he 
poubliſhed new editions of his two principal works, 
with conſiderable additions, and ſome alterations . 
Beſides the works already mentioned, he publiſhed in 
en or 17 55, a ** ingenious Inquiry into the 


ideas 


„This very raludble trad, bed, de t on the pro- + 
priety of requiring a ſubſcription to articles of faith, was printed 


a at Cambridge 1774.—It was anſwered by Dr. Randolph of Oxford, 
from the Clarendon preſs, , 4 Friend of religious liberty” replied 


to the Oxford champion the ſame year in a very-able © Defence of 


the 0295 eat A tract pretty eee aſcribed to 8 


Paley: 
I * The bin edition of Dre Law's Theory was publiſhed 1945. 


The jth and laſt was printed at Carlile in 1784, and, as Dr. Paley | 
ſays © with ſome alterations,“ ſo likewiſe with ſome © conſiderable” 


' omiſſions, as well as © additions.” Dr. had, by gradual pro- 
 greffion, advanced into the arian ſyſlem, and in his laſt edition he 
/ appears to have ſhaken off the ſhackles of the pre- exiſtent doQrine. 

Ina private letter to a friend dated from Cambridge, Sept. 23, 1783, 
be ſays “ I defire your acceptance of my Cumberland edition of 


© mp Theory, [anti-datcd in the title] purged of ſome ancient prę- 
judices relative to pre · exiſtence, &c,”—And it is not a little ſingular, 


chat, after the biſhop had expunged from his text what chiefly 
appertained to his © ancient prejudices,” he was obliged to leave 


the management of his index to ſome heedleſs curator of the preſs, 


and we are conſequently directed as followa “ Chriſt, his original 
tate, p. 2893” but upon conſulting the place, the paſſage is not 
to. be found, Part of the words omitted by the author are 

the following: Let us begin where the beloved diſciple dates his 
2 goſpel, {who had much higher manifeſtations, and a more perfect 
e e 
; 8 | with 


„„ 


ideas of ſpace, time, &c. in which wear the 
opinions of Dr. S * his adherents 00 theſe 2 


ſubjects *. 


Dr. Law held the & of Cn, 


bet during which time : he twice, only, omitted 


| ſpending 
with 145 reſlect a kutle on Chiriſt's original ite and fubſequent 
Humiliation, That a being of infinite glory and perfection, the 


image of the ĩnviſible God, the firſt-born of every creature, and te - 


lord of heaven and earth; ſhould condeſcend to degrade himſelf 


from all this power and dignity ; diveſt himſelf of every glorious ' 
attribute,“ &c. [&c,—-If more evidence were wanting. more might 


be had, in what ſenſe he conſidered the opening of John's goſpel. 
In the laſt editions of his tranſlation. of archbiſhop King on the 


origin of evil, and of his own Theory, Dr. Law omitted the dedi- 


cation of the former to Dr. Waterland, and of the latter to Dr. Corn 


Wallis. He omitted alfo all complimentary expreſſions towards con- 
temporary writers. If theſe dedications and compliments were not 


deſerved, they ought not to have been publiſhed ; but, if they were, 
they ought not to have been ſuppreſſed after the death of the parties, 
unleſs they had forfeited their pretenſions to them; which there 1s 
no reaſen to ſuppoſe, 

In addition to the Rk already mentioned, the rhe 


ſmaller publications, including his tract on ſubſcription and « on the | 


life aud character of Chriſt, were the following. : 


e SERMONS, | 
1. 1743. ee nene = be ſermon 
a8 Carliſle, (Matt. v. 40.) LU 


2. 1755. Sermon before the Iriſh proteſtant ſchools. FFAs, 7) 


3. 1768. True nature and intereſt of religion. A ſermon on the 
© death of Dr, Bland prebendary of Durham. (Micah, vi. 8.) 


4. 1771: The grounds of a particular providence. 2 on Fe | 


before the lords Jan. 30. (Dao. I. 2 2.) 


v4. | | * 1774+ 


«+ » tion to articles of faith. 


$4 


1 ſpending the ſummer months in nie Gckele at the 
biſhop's reſidence at Roſe caſtle; a fituation, with 
Which he was much pleaſed, not only on account of 
tee natural beauty of the place, but becauſe it re- 
ſtored him to the country, in which he had ſpent the 
deſt part of his life. In the year 1787, he paid this 
«viſit in a ſtate of great weakneſs and exhauſtion ; and 
died at Roſe about a month after his arrival there, 
on the 14th day of Augult, and in the 84th year of 
| his age. | 
T The life of Dr. 3 life of e 
ing and thought, almoſt entirely directed to meta- 
phyſical and religious inquiries; but the tenet by 
+ which his name and writings are principally diſtin- 
f s. is te that Jeſus, at His ſecond coming, will, 
f | 

1 . for res of the goſpel. 
Os... (Mal, i 5 | 1 | 
CN: A rracTs, all printed at Cambridge, ' 
: n al The nature and necelley of catechiling, vim be the 
marks thereon, 4 

4. 1569. A defence of Mr. Locke's opinion concerning pefoul 

- identity; in anſwer to the firſt patt of a late Eſſay on 
that ſubjeft,—Afterwards inſerted at the end of the firſt 
+... volume of his edition of Locke's works. i; 

3. ine. Obſerrtions occaoned by the conteſt about lteraty 


property. 
4. 1774. Conbdertion 02 the propriety of requiring ler- 


- 


Hy Refletions on the life and, charafter of Civiſt; with 
» ſummary, and appendix on the goſpel morals -— 


Wale 


7 6 1 

by: an act of his power, reſtore to life and conſciduk. £2 
neſs the dead of the human ſpecies, who, by their 
own nature, and without his interpoſition, would 


remain in the ſtate of inſenſibility, to which the 
death brought upon mankind by the fin of Adam 
had reduced them.” He interpreted literally that 
_ faying of St. Paul, (1. Cor. xv. 21.) As by man 
came death, by man came alſo the reſurrection. of 
the dead.” This opinion had no other effect upon 
his own mind than to increaſe his reverence for 
_ chriſtianity, and for its divine founder. He retained 
it, as he did his other ſpeculative opinions, without 
laying, as many are wont to do, an extravagant 
ſtreſs. upon their importance, and without pretending 
to more certainty than the ſubje& allowed of. No 
man formed his own concluſions with more freedom, | 
or treated thoſe of others with. greater candor and 
equity. He never quarrelled with any perſon for dif- 


fering from him, or conſidered that difference aa 


- ſufficient reaſon for queſtioning any man's ſincerity, 
or judging meanly of his underſtanding. He was 
zealouſly attached to religious liberty, becauſe. be 
thought that it leads to truth: yet from his heart he 
loved peace. But he did not perceive any repug- 
nancy in theſe two things. There was nothing in 
| bis. elevation to his biſtoprick which he ſpoke: of 
with mors. pleaſure, -than- its being n,,no5. 1h 
decent freedom of inquiry was not diſcouraged. 


He was a man of grea fol of manners, and of 


Ja) 


the mildeſt and moſt tranquil Aſpoſition)! b volco 


was never raiſed above its ordinary pitch. His coun - 
tenance ſeemed never to have been ruffled ; it pre- 
ſerved the ſame kind and compoſed aſpett, truly indi- 

cating the calmneſs and benignity of his temper *. 
le had an utter diſlike of large and mixed compa- 


nies. Next to his books, his chief ſatisfaction was 
ir in the ſerious converſation of a literary companion, or 


in the company of a few friends. In this ſort of 
ſociety he would open his mind with great unreſerved- 


_ heſs, and with a peculiar turn and ſprightlineſs of ex- 
preſſion. His perſon was low, but well formed; his 


complexion fair and delicate. Except occaſional 


wefterroptlens by the gout, he had for the greateſt part 

0 his life bn good wet > and, when not con- 
was” full of motion and 

8 zip. Abour? nine 3 apr dis 0 he was 


his ſtomach; a rh fhord = after had ol the uſe. 
of one of his legs, Notwithſtanding his fondneſs for 
. Exerciſe, he reſigned himſelf to this change, not only 


without complaint, but without any ſenſible diminu- 


tion of his cheerfulneſs and good humour. His fault 
(or we are not writing a panegyric) was the general 


fault of retired and ſtudious characters, too great a 
degree of and 8 in en an 
8 ier 

His 8 3 by: Mr, Romer, 28 nd. in 
0 Unto, by v W. Dickinſon, i in nn a very yo Kong. 
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The 3 or "pathier baſhfulneſs, 'of his: N 
together with an extreme unwillingneſs to give pain, 
rendered him ſometimes leſs firm and efficient in 
the adminiſtration of authority than was 'requi- 
ſite, But it is the condition of human mortality. 


There is an oppoſition between ſome virtues which 


ſeldom permits them to ſubliſt a in ne 
fection. I 


- hs biſhop w was interred with due folemnity'i in his 5 
cathedral church, in which a handſome monument is 
erected to ae bearing the following inſcrip- 


| Columnz hujus ſepultus eſt ad , | 
_... EpmunDus Law,.-S.T.P. „5 
er xX1x fere annos hujuſce eceleſſæ 5 ES 
In evangelica veritate exquirenda, | 
„ 9 OR AUO. | 
ad extremum uſque ſenectutem 
ohperam navavit indefeſſam. 
eee ſtudio et eſfectu veritatem, 
eden et libertatem chriſtianam coluit; 
„„ ſimplicem et incorruptam, 
„ nifi ſalva libertate, 
wb, do Wes ſtare non poſſe arbitratus. 
 Obiit Aug. XIV. MDCCLEXXVIT, 
TUES . eg nne + 


Dr. Paley's further character of his friend and firſt 
- patron may be ſeen in the dedication of his Moral and 
Jones 6 Tt OP in 1785, two'years 
als 7 | before 


— 


1 16 » 1 f 
5 before the Jah; 1 the biſhop, 104 does ge 1 


to both parties. —The {loving 4 extract is "TO 


ol particular attention.— 

A long life ſpent in the mh intereſting of 
| a human purfuits,' the inveſtigation of moral 
and religious truth, in conſtant and vnwearied 


_ endeavours to advance the diſcovery, communica- 


tion, and ſucceſs of both; a life ſo occupied, and 
arrived at that period which renders every life vene- 


nable, commands reſpect by a title which no virtuous 


mind will diſpute, which no mind ſenſible of the im- 
portance of theſe ſtudies to the ſupreme concernments 


of mankind will not rejoice to ſee acknowledged. 


Whatever difference, or whatever oppoſition, ſome 
who peruſe your lordſhip's writings maß perceive 
"between your concluſions and their own, the good 
and wiſe of all perſuaſions will revere that induſtry, 
' which has for its object the illuſtration. or defence of 
our common chriſtianity, Your lordſhip's reſearches 


have never loſt fight of one purpoſe, namely, to re- 


cover the fimplicity of the goſpet from beneath that 
load of unauthorized additions, which the ignorance 
of ſome ages, and the learning of others, the ſuper- 


ſlition of weak, and the craft of deſigning men, have 


(unhappily for its intereſt) heaped upon it. And: 


this purpoſe, I am convinced, was dictated by the 
pureſt motive; by a firm, and, I think, a juſt opinion, 


that whatever renders religion more rational, renders 


It more credible; that he who, by a diligent and faith« 
ful examination of the original records, diſmiſſes from 
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does more towards 'recommending the belief, and, 
with the belief, the influence of chriſtianity, to the 


_ underſtandings and conſciences of ſerious inquirers, 
and through them to univerſal reception and autho- 


for creeds and ordinances of human eſtabliſhment." 
« When the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation had 

| taken poſſeſſion of the chriſtian world, it was not 

| without the induſtry of learned men that it came at 


the fyſten one antitle which — his wits. =, 
henſion, the experience, or the reaſoning.of mankind,  . 


rity; than can be elected by u thouſand conteniflers = | 


length to he, diſcovered, that no ſuch doctrine was . 


contained in the new Teſtament v. 
excellent perſons done nothing more by their diſ- 
covery, than aboliſhed an innocent, ſuperſtition, or 


| * Upon this head, and wore eſpecially with reſyett to the enen 118 8 
ciation of this doctrine being made a principal part of the nation! 
teſt-oath, I would refer the reader to a very valuable and curious | 
trad, lately publiſhed, which does equal honor to the learning, libe- 
| rality, and ingenuouſneſs of the writer, and to the age in which ve 
hre. See „A modeſt apology. for the roman catholics of Great 
Britain, addreſſed to all moderate proteſtants ; particularly to the 
members afboth bouſe er 150—160. bre. 1800, 
Sold by R. Faulder: 

| Men of rending; ref(cios; nal tmidori# 8 
are, each in their own way, promoting the progreſi, by refloring the 
purity, of chriffianity. And the time will come, and poſſibly it may 
even be precipitated by the violence of ſome bigots in all commu- 
nions, when the chriſtian inſtitute will be read and interpreted in the _ 
ſpirit of its firſt preacher and the character of Chriſt transfuſed into 
ue Ee 2 
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